
Hello, fellow compatriots: 

The things happening in the Uyghur homeland… Maybe you know about the “training 

centers”. Things are really bad. I’m not sure if any ethnic group in the history of mankind 

has had to go through something like this. 

1) Last year, when things were just starting, we got all sorts of political-study materials. 

In the materials that were read out to us, there was mention that 120000 people were 

accused, sentenced, and locked up for “terrorism”, “religious extremism”, and 

“separatism” crimes throughout all of Xinjiang in 2017 alone. At the beginning of February 

2018, our boss read us parts of the red-header document (红头文件) that the Chinese 

had sent down. It’s not clear how many people were sentenced in 2016 and 2018. 

2) In late June this year, I went to Kashgar for work. The situation there was shocking. In 

some villages, 60% of the people were either sentenced or in “training”. While I was 

working together with a local Han colleague, I took a look through some of the materials 

that he had and it really caught my attention. Some of the things that caught my attention 

about the jailed: (1) Memetqadir X, male, taught his daughter Aynur to pray in June 2010, 

which was then interpreted according to the laws of the People’s Republic of China as the 

spreading of extremism, with him being sentenced and jailed for 10 years…  

4) I later found this guy’s daughter in a “three types of persons” list that the Han cadre 

had on him. Apparently, she was now staying at this county’s No. 2 “Training Center” 

because of the religious training she had received from her father… The father is still 

serving the 10-year sentence for those 3 days spent teaching his daughter how to pray. 

I took an interest in this case and decided to make a trip to that family’s household 

together with that Han colleague. While I was chatting with his wife, she told me that: 

“In January 2017, all of the farmers in this village were assembled in a large hall in front 

of the village government office. ‘Find what your problems are,’ they scared them by 

saying. ‘If you tell us now we’ll forgive you, but wait and we’ll tell you what your problems 

are ourselves, and then your fate won’t be a good one.’ And those clueless farmers went 

and themselves wrote notes saying that they gave their children religious training, that 

they took their children to so-and-so for [religious] study…” 

Then the village cadres would team up with the local police and go to this guy’s house to 

have him sign and put his fingerprint on the handwritten note. A week later, the police 

would come and take him away, while the workers from the local government came and 

read an abbreviated version of the verdict. When I asked the wife if she had the verdict 

and if I could have a look, she said that the government worker had a small sheet of paper 

in their hand that said that the husband would be held in a certain prison in Urumqi, but 

wouldn’t give it to her since all the sentencing verdicts were considered to be state 

secrets… Later, that woman would tell me that everyone who had been sentenced or 

taken to training from this village were those – the ones who had “found what their 

problems were”… Later, I’d see from the Han cadre’s “three types of persons” (sentenced, 

detained, in training (判刑, 收押, 教培)) list that a total of 562 people from this village of 

1800+ were listed as belonging to those categories. 



As a rough estimate, about 1.5 million people seem to be in the “training” right now, with 

another 500-600 thousand either sentenced or in detention centers awaiting 

sentencing… 90% of them are Uyghur men… 90% of them are Uyghur men… 90% of them 

are Uyghur men… Of the ones sentenced, 90% are men born between 1970 and 1998. 

The Uyghur men. After seeing a woman over 70 [listed] among them, I asked the Han 

colleague while we were having a meal why this woman over 70 was sentenced to 12 

years. 

“Religion, no?” he said. 

More recently, I’ve seen them using the “three illegals” [uch qanunsiz] to justify starting 

the removal of all merep (traditional flame-shaped alcove) or mosque-shaped designs, 

decorations, or carvings in people’s homes… They even open up the bedding and take 

everything that has something merep-shaped on it to the village to be burned… They even 

remove the different kinds of wooden patterns on the ceilings of homes… But lo and 

behold, you still find these patterns at the Grand Bazar in Urumqi…  

So, that’s the situation in these Kashgar villages. 

5) Recently, political study consists entirely of, in some sense, constantly showing an 

“cautionary film” (警示片) documentary, which seems to be quite long… Cautionary Film 

1, Cautionary Film 2, Cautionary Film 3… In these, they talk of “problematic teaching 

materials” (问题教材) and show five people – including the former head of the Education 

Department, Sattar Sawut, as well as Alimjan Memet and Yalqun Rozi – one by one, 

dressed in prison clothes, portraying their deeds as base… After describing how these five 

were all part of a single group and so on, it concludes by stating that Sattar Sawut has 

been sentenced to death, with a 2-year reprieve, while Alimjan got 20 years in jail. 


