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The most recent news that our radio station has been able to learn regarding those who 

disappeared after July 5 was the possibility of Tohti’eli Hashim dying from gun wounds. 

Below, we offer you the details obtained about the disappeared Tohti’eli from his mother, older 

brother, and his restaurant boss. 

It’s become known that Tohti’eli Hashim was from the No. 3 Group of the No. 7 Village of 

Kashgar’s Toqquzay’s Awat Township. He was born in 1988. After finishing high school in Kashgar, 

he went to Urumqi to look for work. In February 2009, he took a job at a small restaurant run by 

a Hui by the name of Sulayman, located on 615 Ghalibiyet Road (胜利路). A day after July 5, 

Sulayman told Tohti’eli’s relatives that something had happened to Tohti’eli and urged them to 

set out for Urumqi immediately. After their repeated questions, he told them that “it seems that 

he’s been shot – head out immediately”. They left for Urumqi at 2 in the afternoon. However, 

they were stopped by police around Ulanbay and not allowed to enter the city, being told to 

come in 10-20 days after things had calmed down. 

After their return to Kashgar, Sulayman called them again and once more asked them to come 

to Urumqi at once. About 6-7 days after July 5, Tohti’eli Hashim’s mother and older brother 

arrived in Urumqi and immediately went to see the restaurant boss, Sulayman. Upon meeting, 

they noticed that Sulayman’s attitude had suddenly changed, with him saying that Tohti’eli had 

disappeared and not bringing up the gun wounds. Following repeated questions, he told them 

that he had gone out on the street with Tohti’eli and that the latter suddenly disappeared. 

When the family asked Sulayman to accompany them to the office for registering the 

disappeared, set up at the Yer Shari Hotel, he refused, and instead gave them Tohti’eli’s clothes 

from the dormitory and saw them out of the restaurant. The family came to Urumqi three times 

without being able to get any information about Tohti’eli, and didn’t dare call for an 

investigation regarding the restaurant boss’s responsibility in the matter as they had virtually 

never been out of their village before. With their financial situation made even worse, the family 

was forced to abandon searching for Tohti’eli for some time. 

To learn what happened to Tohti’eli on July 5, we looked for Sulayman, the restaurant boss. 

 

Q: Are you Sulayman? 

A: Who’s this? 

Q: Are you the restaurant boss, Sulayman? 

A: I can’t hear what you’re saying. 

Q: I wanted to ask for some information regarding Tohti’eli Hashim, your former employee who 

disappeared after July 5. 

A: I don’t know about any of that. 

Q: You were there when he was shot. What did you see? 



A: That was a long time ago. I couldn’t tell you. All right, then. Bye. 

Q: Hold on. This is a matter of someone’s life. On top of that, you’re the restaurant boss. It’s 

your responsibility to say what you know instead of saying that nothing happened. Didn’t you 

have Tohti’eli work for you? 

A: … 

 

Judging by the information presented above, the restaurant boss Sulayman, out of a sense of 

responsibility, originally felt obliged to inform Tohti’eli Hashim’s family about the latter being 

shot on July 5 and being in danger of dying. However, after being ordered by the authorities to 

cover up this incident and not tell the family about it, he strayed from his original story and 

avoided helping the family as needed. 


